TOORAK We are a people who follow

the way of Jesus of Nazareth.
U N ITI N G His words and actions
C H U RC H inform our living today.

03 9829 0300

office@toorakuc.org.au

Order of Service

Sunday 5 April, 2026
10:15am Worship Service
Easter Sunday

Minister: Rev Sylvia Akauola-Tongotongo
Director of Music: Dylan Quinlan-Baskett




Greeting

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Introit — Hymn 370 Christ the Lord is risen today
Welcome

Call to Worship

Christ is risen!
The angels of God are rejoicing.

Christ is risen!
The tomb is empty!

Christ is risen!
Glory and power are Jesus’ forever and ever. Amen!

Hymn 380 Yours be the glory

Prayer of Awareness
We are loved by unending love, by Rabbi Rami Shapiro

We are loved by unending love.

We are embraced by arms that find us
even when we are hidden from ourselves.
We are touched by fingers that soothe us
even when we are too proud for soothing.
We are counselled by voices that guide us
even when we are too embittered to hear.
We are loved by unending love.

We are supported by hands that uplift us
even in the midst of a fall.

We are urged on by eyes that meet us
even when we are too weak for meeting.
We are loved by unending love.
Embraced, touched, soothed, and counselled,
Ours are the arms, the fingers, the voices;
Ours are the hands, the eyes, the smiles;
We are loved by unending love. Amen.



First Testament Reading Jeremiah 31: 1-6 Andrew Kucera

At that time, says the LORD, | will be the God of all the families of
Israel, and they shall be my people. Thus says the LORD:

The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest, the LORD appeared to him from far
away. | have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore | have
continued my faithfulness to you. Again | will build you, and you shall
be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, and
go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant
vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and
shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when sentinels will call
in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the
LORD our God.”

May these words be a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.

Anthem This is the day which the Lord hath made
Hal Harold Hopson 1933-

This is the day which the Lord hath made; Let us rejoice.
The Lord has triumphed gloriously; Let us rejoice.

Gospel Reading Matthew 28: 1-10 Charles Kucera

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.

And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on
it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.
For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; | know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’
This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Lord may your word live in us, and bear much fruit to your glory.



Reflection  Encountering the risen Christ
Hymn 395  Alleluia, Christ is risen!

Offering Cantate Domino — Come ye with joyfulness
Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 1657-1743

Cantate Domino canticum novum: laus eius in ecclesia sanctorum.
Laetetur Israel in eo qui feciteum: et filiae Sion exultent in regesuo.

(Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise in
the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let
the children of Zion be joyful in their King.)

Dedication

We offer our gifts and our lives in response to the many gifts
we’re blessed with, hoping to make a difference not just in our
own lives but in the lives of others. May our gratitude for life be
expressed in our generosity. May our faith be expressed in
commitment to justice. May our belief in the future find
expression in simple acts of kindness lived out in our ordinary
lives, Amen.

Community Notices
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Hymn 242  Dance then, wherever you may be
Blessing

Postlude Crown Imperial
William Walton 1902-1983
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Educate 10,000 initiative

In these times of heightened antisemitism, TUC’s Church Council draws
members’ attention to the Jewish Community Council of Victoria’s
“Educate 10,0007 initiative which aims to promote social cohesion and
understanding of Australian Jewish identity and history,
and to combat antisemitism.

As part of the JCCV’s initiative, the Jewish Museum of Australia is
offering free 2-hour introductory sessions at 1:30pm on Wednesdays
and 10:00am on Thursdays until 30 April, 2026. Sessions include an

introduction to Jewish life and community demographics, a Museum
tour, and an introduction to historical and current forms of antisemitism.

Further details can be found at https://jccv.org.au/. To book into a
session, please visit https://shorturl.at/rn7K1. If you do attend, please
let James Barber know via jbarber@vicbar.com.au as Church Council

would like to be able to report to the JCCV how many of the TUC
Congregation have participated.

Exploring the Bible

Exploring the Bible group will not meet this coming Monday or
Tuesday 6 & 7 April due to the Easter public holiday. Both the in-person
and Zoom sessions will return the following week.

April Diary Dates

Sun  S5Apr 10:15am  Easter Sunday Service Rev Sylvia

Sun  5Apr 11:15am Morning Tea Hall

Tue 7Apr 7:30pm  Christian Meditation Group Church Space
Wed 8Apr 7:00pm Handbells Wettenhall Room
Fri  10Apr  10:30am Coffee Club Faichney Room
Sun 12 Apr 9:00am  Worship in the Round Rev Sylvia

Sun 12Apr  10:15am  Worship Service Rev Sylvia

Sun 12Apr  11:15am Moming Tea Argyle House
Mon 13 Apr 9:30am Pastoral Care Group Faichney Room
Mon 13Apr  10:30am Exploring the Bible Argyle House
Tue 14 Apr 7:30pm  Christian Meditation Group Online

Tue 14 Apr 7:30pm  Exploring the Bible Online Zoom









Artwork: Angela Abbott

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church
BSB: 033086 Account Number: 911892

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe,
you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’'s Roman
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church.



