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Introit Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord 
 Donald Joseph Cashmore 1926-2013 
Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, in the 
assembly of the upright and in the congregation. 

Welcome 

Call to Worship 
People of God, we gather today to celebrate and give thanks for the 
gift of life and for the gift of mothers. 
We give thanks for mothers and their contributions to life, to 
families, and to communities. 
Loving God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we 
gather with thanksgiving to honour all mothers, past and present 
whose spirit, faith, voices, teachings and ways of being continue to 
live with us. 
Gracious God, we thank you for your presence with us always. 
May our hearts and minds be opened to worship you in spirit 
and in truth. Amen. 

Hymn 137 For the beauty of the Earth 

A Reflective Prayer 

Poem for Mothers 
 M – for the million things she gave me 
 O – for outstanding in all attributes 
 T – for tears she shed to save me 
 H – for her heart of purest gold 
 E – for her eyes, shining with love 
 R – means right, and right she’ll always  be. 

Mother – a word and the person that means the world to me!  

  



Anthem Ubi caritas et amor – Where charity and love 
 Maurice Durufle 1902-1986 
Ubi cáritas et ámor, Déus ibi est. 
Ubi cáritas et ámor, Déus ibi est. 
Congregávit nos in únum Christi ámor. 
Congregávit nos in únum Christi ámor. 
Exsultémus, et in ípso jucundémur. 
Timeámus, et amémus Déum vívum. 
Et ex córde diligámus nos sincéro. 
Et ex córde diligámus nos sincéro, sincéro. 
Ubi cáritas et ámor, Déus ibi est. 
Amen. 
[Where there is charity and love, God is there. 
The love of Christ's has gathered us as one. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Let us honor and love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one other.] 

Reading John 14: 15-21 Graeme Harris 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them. 
May we be attentive to these words, 
And through them, may we hear the spirit of truth.  

Reflection Synthesising the ‘is’ and the ‘ought’:  
 A mother’s instinct. 

  



Hymn Faith of our mothers, living still 
 Arthur Bardwell Patten (Tune: St Catherine) 
Faith of our mothers, living still 
In cradle song and bedtime prayer; 
In nursery lore and fireside love, 
Thy presence still pervades the air. 
Faith of our mothers, living faith, 
We will be true to these till death. 
Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 
Fount of our childhood’s trust and grace, 
Oh, may the consecration prove 
Source of a finer, nobler race; 
Faith of our mothers, loving faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 
Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 
For youthful longing, youthful doubt, 
How blurred our vision, blind our way, 
Thy providential care without. 
Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 
We will be true to these till death. 
Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 
In truth beyond our stumbling creeds, 
Still serve the home and save the Church, 
And breathe thy spirit through our deeds; 
Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

Offering Mother of God, here I stand 
 John Kenneth Tavener 1944-2013 
Mother of God, here I stand now praying, 
Before this icon of your radiant brightness, 
Not praying to be saved from a battlefield, 
Not giving thanks, nor seeking forgiveness 
For the sins of my soul, nor for all the souls. 
Numb, joyless and desolate on earth, 
But for her alone, whom I wholly give you.  



Dedication 
Gracious God, grant that we may not so much seek to gain as to 
give, for it is in giving that we receive. Bless our giving and our 
living, to be the vehicles and channels of your love and grace. 
Amen. 

Community Notices 

Prayers of the People – The Lord’s Prayer 
Contemporary Version by Jim Cotter in NZ Prayerbook 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all 
that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God 
in whom is heaven –  
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; the way 
of your justice be followed by all peoples on Earth; 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope 
and come on Earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us; in the hurts we 
absorb from one another, forgive us; In the times of temptation 
and test, strengthen us; From trials too great to endure, spare 
us; From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever. Amen.  

Hymn 161 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Benediction 

Postlude   
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“There is a religion in all deep love, but the love of a mother is the veil 
of a softer light between the heart and the heavenly Father.” 

 - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The flowers in the church today are provided by Christine and Garry. 
 
 

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 
 

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 

this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 

wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 
 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 

Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 
 


