We are a people who follow
TOO RAK the way of Jesus of Nazareth.
U N ITI N G His words and actions
C H U RC H inform our living today.

03 9829 0300

office@toorakuc.org.au

Order of Service

Sunday 12 July, 2026
Pentecost 7
10:15am Worship Service

Minister: Rev Sylvia Akauola-Tongotongo
Director of Music: Dylan Quinlan-Baskett
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Q’;

p
&

°

%
9




Introit The Lord hath heard my supplication - Psalm 6:9
Richard C. Baker

The Lord hath heard my supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer.
Welcome

Call to Worship (from Psalm 107)

Give thanks to God, who is good,
Whose faithful love lasts forever.

Rejoice, people of God, and friends of Christ!
We gather to worship our Creator who calls us, equips us and
loves us without end.

With joyful hearts, let us worship God.
Hymn 398 Come down, O Love divine
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Reading Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 Catriona De Vere
The Parable of the Sower

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told
them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or



persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing.

But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

For the stories that stir our faith into action, we give thanks.

Anthem If ye love me
Toby Young 1990-

If ye love me, then keep my commandments,

and I will pray the Father,

and He will give you another counsellor, to be with you for ever.
He is the Spirit, if you love me.

Reflection The Power of Choice
Hymn 439  What shall we offer our good Lord

Offering A Prayer from South Africa
James Philip Edwin Whitbourn 1963-2024

Lord, help me to give myself when | am giving.

Teach me to give without thought of receiving and to receive without
thought of giving.

Teach me not to withhold or to withdraw myself, to hoard nothing:
love, money, time, possessions.

Make me ready to give even my life if it is required of me.

And while | have it, use it as an instrument of your peace. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

In gratitude for the blessings in our lives, we offer our gifts,
talents and resources to support and enhance the sharing of the
gospel. May our living and our giving continue to be agents and
channels of faith, hope and love in our communities. Amen.

Community Notices

Prayers of the People



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Hymn 217  Love divine, all loves excelling

Blessing

Let us go forth in brave faith and hope, knowing that we are loved
and blessed with enough to live life realistically, with our best.
May we go with passion for living and loving;

courage for daring and hoping;

freedom for growing and changing;

and the strength for enduring. Amen.

Postlude



Toorak Uniting Church Newsletter

Update 12 July 2026

office@toorakuc.org.au Sunday services:
03 9829 0300 9am & 10:15am

Deadline for Update submission is 3pm on the Wednesday prior.

TOORAK UNITING CHURCH
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION

To be held at 11:00am on Sunday 12th July 2026 (or so soon
thereafter as the completion of the 10:15am service permits) in the
Church

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Congregation will be held at
11:00am on Sunday 12th July 2026 (or so soon thereafter as the
completion of the 10:15am service permits) in the Church.

The agenda will be as follows.

1.  To consider and if thought fit to approve the contribution by
Toorak Uniting Church of $2 million as a capital contribution to
the cost of repairing the Church spire.

2. To consider and if thought fit to resolve that any drawing from
the Bequests Fund that is necessary to meet the contribution of
$2 million does not constitute normal recurrent expenditure.

3. (Subject to agreement as to terms being reached between
Church Council and Synod) to consider and if thought fit to
approve the terms of repayment by Toorak Uniting Church to
Synod of any part of the cost of repairing the Church spire that
is paid by Synod due to any inability by the Congregation to pay
any such part of the cost when it falls due for payment.

James Barber, Secretary of Congregation

Join the Update Team!

We have had a volunteer, Graeme Harris, come forward to take on the
production of our important weekly congregational Update, freeing up
more time in the Office to look after users of our facilities. We are
looking for two others to join him to make a team. This is a task that can
be done at home and involves selecting, editing and formatting the
information that is included in the Update. The printing and emailing will
still be done by the Office. Please email Barbara McKinnon,
chair@toorakuc.org.au, if you would like to assist with this key task.



First Aid Course & CPR Refresher - 3:30pm on Saturday, 25 July

Life Saving First Aid is running a Provide First Aid and Provide
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) course at TUC to give us the
opportunity to acquire new skills or update our training.

Provide CPR Refresher Course, 3:30-4:15pm
Involves 1-hour online pre-learning + 45 minutes training & assessment
Designed to equip individuals with vital know-how to recognise and
assist someone who is unconscious and not breathing.

Provide First Aid (includes CPR) Course, 3:30-5:30pm
Involves 3 hours online pre-learning + 2 hours training & assessment
Designed to provide crucial skills to respond swiftly and effectively
during emergencies.

Cost and Bookings
Provide CPR Refresher is $90 and Provide First Aid (includes CPR) is
$125. TUC will cover 50% of the cost for members of the
congregation who wish to attend either course.

Please email the Office by Monday 13 July to book your place.

TUC Family Conversations: 14 June — 26 July

Due to the EGM on 12 July, our next Family Conversation will take
place the following week. These gatherings provide an opportunity for
fostering our relationships, clarifying our identity, refocusing our
purpose, and discerning where to go from here.

Upcoming Dates and Topics:

19 July — Pathways & Potholes: Celebrating signs of life and identifying
challenges + What is God calling us to? Exploring our purpose and
mission

26 July — Sharing insights and discerning the future direction of our
Church Family

Your voice is important and everyone is warmly invited to join the
conversations for thoughtful discussion, fellowship and food.

** DEFERRED ** Digital Essentials: Smart Devices Class

This is a beginner friendly class designed to help improve confidence in
using your own smart phone or device in a supportive classroom
environment. There will be a drop-in information and enrolment
session at 11:30am on Monday, 20 July at TUC. Please come along if
you would like to learn more or have any questions.

If you have already enrolled, please note that the start date has been
deferred to 31 July, and that classes will still be held on Fridays from
10am-12:30pm in the Faichney Room. To register now or find out more,
call 9510 7052 or visit socialplanet.com.au/activity/view?id=49580.



Celebrating Volunteers Party | 5-7pm on Thurs, 23 July at St John’s

The Toorak Ecumenical Movement is hosting a volunteer party in
Buxton Hall at St John’s for all who volunteer in any capacity at each of
the churches - whether it be reading, morning tea etc. Please RSVP on
the sheet at the back of the church or via email to the Office by 18 July.

Christmas in July Dinner | 6pm on Saturday, 25 July at SCUC

Stonnington Community Uniting Church is hosting a Christmas in July
dinner in support of the Avalon Centre who provide material and social
support to homeless and other vulnerable people. The evening will
include a traditional dinner, lively entertainment, raffles, music and
wonderful welcoming company. The dinner is free, but a donation
of $40 is suggested. For information and bookings, please visit
www.stonningtonchurch.org.au/event/christmas-in-july-dinner/.

19 July — Communion Sunday

Each month on the third Sunday we come together to celebrate
Communion. On these Sundays we have the opportunity to donate
towards the four Outreach programs we support. These programs are
all under the umbrella of the Uniting Church and greatly rely on and
appreciate our support. They are The Homework Hub in Pakenham,
The Cranbourne Food Truck, the Boroondara Community Outreach in
Kew, and SOSK (Skills, Opportunity and Survival in Kenya).

You may either donate cash into the Outreach offering bowl at the rear
of the Church or donate electronically at any time to Toorak Uniting
Church, marking your donation as "Outreach”.

BSB: 033 086 Account Number: 911 892
Thank you for your heartfelt support!

July Diary Dates

Sun  12Jul  9:00am  Worship with Conversation Rev Sylvia
Sun  12Jul  10:15am  Worship Service Rev Sylvia
Sun  12Jul  11:00am Extraordinary General Meeting, Church
Sun 12 Jul followed by Moming Tea Faichney
Mon 13Jul 10:30am Exploring the Bible Argyle House
Tue 14Jul  7:30pm EXxploring the Bible online Zoom
Tue 14Jul  7:30pm Christian Meditation group Online
Wed 15Jul  7:00pm Handbels Wettenhall
Thu 16 Jul 7:00pm  Church Council Faichney
Sun  19Jul  9:00am Worship with Conversation HC Rev Sylvia
Sun  19Jul  10:15am  Worship Service HC _ Rev Sylvia
Sun  19Jul  11:15am  Moming Tea & Family Conversation Faichney



Artwork: Angela Abbott

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church
BSB: 033086 Account Number: 911892

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe,
you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’'s Roman
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church.



