Toorak Uniting Church Newsletter

Update 18 October 2026

update@toorakuc.org.au Sunday services:
03 9829 0300 9am & 10:15am

Deadline for Update submission is 3pm on the Wednesday prior.

This Sunday — Communion Sunday

Each month on the third Sunday we come together to celebrate
Communion. On these Sundays we have the opportunity to donate
towards the four Outreach programs we support. These programs are all
under the umbrella of the Uniting Church and greatly rely on and
appreciate our support. They are The Homework Hub in Pakenham, The
Cranbourne Food Truck, the Boroondara Community Outreach in Kew,
and SOSK (Skills, Opportunity and Survival in Kenya).

You may either donate into the Outreach offering bowl at the rear of the
Church or donate electronically at any time to Toorak Uniting Church,
marking your donation as "Outreach”.

BSB: 033 086 Account Number: 911 892
Thank you for your heartfelt support!

Music to Inspire Concert

On behalf of the spire fund-raising working group, a huge thank-you to
all who contributed to the wonderful concert on Sunday: fabulous
performers, behind the scenes, at the door and the outstanding
refreshments afterwards.

A special thank-you to David Ross-Smith who proposed and directed
all aspects of the concert: as David has said, there was a quietness in
the full Church creating a sense of goodwill and community, and this
was the most important aspect of the afternoon.

For the spire, concert donations amounted to just over $9,000, an
amazing result. The total donations for the spire are now just over
$148,000 - an excellent start to our long road of fund-raising to meet
as much as possible of the $2,750,000 estimated cost of the
replacement.

Tim Brown




Afternoon tea thanks

On behalf of all members of TUC and concert-goers, my grateful thanks
are made to each one of those who donated provisions for the wonderful
spread of afternoon tea choices enjoyed following the Music to Inspire
Concert last Sunday.

To those of you who worked at the tea and coffee stations, and
especially to those few who washed dishes until ‘dinner time’, your help
was invaluable service, exhausting for you and greatly appreciated.

An In-spir-ing effort and result! Thank you all.
Christine B.

25 October - Combined Worship Service and lunch

Next Sunday, 25 October, our 9 am and 10.15 am congregations will
combine for a service at 10.15 am which will be followed by lunch.

If any member of the congregation is able to bring a plate (savoury or
sweet) it would be most welcome. Rob Ahin is co-ordinating the
arrangments so please speak to him so that he can make sure that we
are all provided for. Contact via robinahin@optusnet.com.au.

Monday 26 October - TUC Sewing Circle

Whether you're new or a seasoned stitcher, TUC Sewing Circle is a
place for sharing ideas, learning new skills or just having a chat.
Come along and bring your latest project or just yourself!

Please arrive between 11-11:30am with a finish time of 2:30pm.
BYO lunch, coffee and tea provided. To RSVP, contact either Margot
0409 361 877 or Angela 0407 887 596.

Progetto Corelli presents Voices of Serenissima

This spring, take a journey into the Grand Canal of Venice, the Most
Serene Republic. This is a curated selection of vocal and instrumental
gems from Baroque Venice, including Albinoni, Marini, Merula,
Monteverdi, and Vivaldi. Our organist, Dylan, is one of the performers.

It's here, at TUC, on Sunday 25 October at 3:00 pm.
To book: www.trybooking.com/DPFTA



Mendelssohn’s Elijah

Camberwell Chorale are presenting Felix Mendelssohn’s choral
masterpiece, Elijah, at Hawthorn Arts Centre, Burwood Road, this
Sunday, 18 October at 2:30 pm. This performance will feature a number
of leading Melbourne soloists, under conductor Douglas Heywood OAM.

"Elijah" is a large-scale sacred oratorio and tells the story of the biblical
prophet Elijah. Our Congregation members Alison Legge and Rob Fisher
will be two of the performers.

For more details and to book, see
www.camberwellchorale.org.au/mendelssohns-elijah-hawthorn-
arts-centre-hawthorn-sunday-18-october-2026/.

Spire Appeal

Donations to the Spire Appeal are most welcome! If you wish, they can
be tax deductible. All the details are on the TUC website:
www.toorakuc.org.au/spire-appeal.

Exploring the Bible

Our Exploring the Bible sessions continue each Monday at 10.30 am in
Argyle House and each Tuesday at 7.30 pm by Zoom.

Further information from Rev Peter, on pcwhitaker@icloud.com.

Christian Meditation

Christian Meditation Group on 20 October will be at 7:30 pm in the
Church. For more information, contact April at lirpanotes@icloud.com.

Men's Lunch

We intend to have another casual men's lunch later this month, on the
27th. If you're interested in joining us, please speak to Rob Ahin or lan
Thomas or email Rob at robinahin@optusnet.com.au.



Breakfast Group

A number of us have been having a monthly catch-up over breakfast at a
local cafe for some time. We’d welcome anyone who would like to join us
at our next breakfast on Friday, 30 October.

We started as a men’s group in our Armadale days, but this invitation is
to anyone at all. For details, please speak to or email Graeme H via
graeme.harris02@gmail.com.

Christmas cards

Do you send traditional Christmas cards?
If you do, you might consider supporting Uniting Vic.Tas. You can order
them online via:

fundraise.unitingvictas.org.au/christmas-cards/.

Submission of Update notes

Just a reminder to send all Update notes to update@toorakuc.org.au
(rather than to the Office email address).

Diary Dates
Sun 18 Oct 9.00 am Worship with Conversation & HC Rev Sylvia
Sun 18 Oct 10.15 am Worship Service with HC Rev Sylvia
followed by morning tea Faichney
Mon 19 Oct 10.30 am Exploring the Bible Argyle
Tue 200ct 7.30 pm Christian Meditation Church
Tue 200ct 7.30 pm Exploring the Bible Zoom
Wed 21 0Oct 7.00 pm Handbells Wettenhall
Sun  250ct 10.15am Combined Worship Service Rev Sylvia
followed by lunch Hall
Mon 26 Oct 10.30 am Exploring the Bible Argyle
Mon 26 Oct 11.00 am Sewing Circle Wettenhall
Tue 27 Oct 7.30 pm Exploring the Bible Zoom
Tue 27 Oct 7.30 pm Christian Meditation Zoom
Wed 28 Oct 5.00 pm Worship Committee Faichney

Wed 28 0Oct 7.00 pm Handbells Wettenhall




