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THE GATHERING OF THE CONGREGATION 

Introit Show me Thy way O God 
 Richard C. Baker 
Show me Thy way O God; teach me Thy paths; 
lead me in truth, and teach me. 
for Thou art the God of my salvation. 

Lighting the Candle 

Welcome & Community News 

Call to Worship 

Hymn 153 God is love 

Opening Prayers 
Before God and with the people of God we confess to our 
brokenness, to the way that we wound our life, the life of others 
and the life of the world. 
(Silence) 
May God’s gracious love renew us, empower and enable us to 
live in love and peace. 

ENGAGING WITH THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE 

The words of scripture are a lamp to our feet: a light to our path.  
Reading 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 Adelle Merrall 
If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic 
powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have 
all faith so as to remove mountains but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give away all my possessions and if I hand over my body 
so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is 
patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no 
record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to 



an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come 
to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 
but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When 
I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child. When I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For 
now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 
been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, 
and the greatest of these is love. 

Anthem Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes 
 Thomas Attwood 1765-1838 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, 
and I shall keep it unto the end. 

Reading Galatians 5: 2-6 
Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that, if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. Once again I testify to 
every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obliged to obey 
the entire law. You who want to be reckoned as righteous by the law 
have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 
For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision counts for anything; the only thing that counts is faith 
working through love. 
As we ponder these treasured writings from the past, may we 
discover Your words for us today. Thanks be to God.  

Reflection Does my life really matter? 

Hymn  Give thanks for life 
 Shirley Murray  
Give thanks for life, 
the measure of our days, 
mortal, we pass 
through beauty that decays, 
yet sing to God 
our hope, our love, our praise, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Give thanks for those 
who made their life a light 
caught from the Christ-flame, 
bursting through the night, 
who touched the truth, 
who burned for what is right, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 



And for our own, 
our living and our dead, 
thanks for the love 
by which our life is fed, 
a love not changed 
by time or death or dread, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

Give thanks for hope, 
that like the wheat, the grain 
that lies in darkness 
does its life retain 
in resurrection 
to grow green again, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

OUR RESPONSE 

Prayers for Others   
(Silence) 
God give us grace to accept with serenity the things we cannot 
change, courage to change the things that should be changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other. 

Offering The Call 
 Gail Randall  1955- 
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death. 
Way, my Truth, my Life, The call. 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love. 
The call. 

Dedication 

 

 



Hymn Christ be our light 
 Bernadette Farrell 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

Blessing 

Postlude 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Artwork: Angela Abbott 
 

 

The flowers in the church today are provided by Chris Begg and 
family in memory of Patricia. 

 
Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  

Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  
BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 

 
Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  
We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 

orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 

 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  
Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 

signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 

 


