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Introit Christ Was the Word 
 Antony Baldwin 1957- 
Christ was the Word who spake it. He took the bread and brake it. 
And what His word doth make it, that I believe and take it. 

Welcome 

Call to Worship 
Come as you are, and let us gather in prayer with thanksgiving.  
Creator Spirit, our centre and friend, 
awaken our spirit to your presence. 
Eternal Spirit, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
well up within us that we may love and praise in deed 
and in truth.  

Hymn 547 Be thou my vision 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Living and loving God, our origin, our depth, our companion for 
the journey, we are truly grateful. We give thanks that you love 
us because we are us. Your love is total, unconditional, and free, 
never based on our behaviour or capacity. May we be more alert, 
aware and grateful for your love that enables life to begin again 
in a new way each day. Amen. 

Reading Matthew 9: 9-13,18-26 Adelle Merrall 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and 
followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But 
when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous 
but sinners.’ 
  



While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the 
synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has 
just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.’ And 
Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a 
woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said 
to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.’ Jesus turned, 
and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made 
you well.’ And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus 
came to the leader's house and saw the flute-players and the crowd 
making a commotion, he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not dead but 
sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put 
outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And 
the report of this spread throughout that district.  
For the stories that nourish our faith, we give thanks. 

Anthem O Sacrum Convivium - O sacred banquet 
 Pietro Terzian 1765-1831 
O sacrum convivium! in quo Christus sumitur recolitur memoria 
passionis ejus; 
mens impletur gratia, et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur. 
[O sacred banquet! in which Christ is received, the memory of his 
passion is renewed, 
the mind filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory to us is given.] 

Contemporary Reading The Power of One by Ashish Ram 
One song can spark a moment 
One whisper can wake the dream 
One tree can start a forest 
One bird can herald spring 
One smile begins a friendship 
One moment can make one fall in love 
One star can guide a ship at sea 
One word can frame the goal 
  



One vote can change a nation 
One sunbeam lights a room 
One candle wipes out darkness 
One laugh will conquer gloom 
One step must start each journey 
One word must start each prayer 
One hope will raise our spirits 
One touch can show you care 
One voice can speak with wisdom 
One heart can know what’s true 
One life can make a difference 
You see, it’s up to you! 
For contemporary words that stir our faith into action, 
we give thanks. 

Hymn 129 Amazing grace 

Reflection Restorative Inclusion and Transformative Faith 

Offering Ave Verum - Jesu, Word of God Incarnate 
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 1756-1791 
Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine, 
Vere passum immolatum in cruce pro homine, 
Cujus latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine; 
Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 
[Jesu, Word of God Incarnate, of the Virgin Mary born, 
On the cross Thy sacred body for us men with nails was torn 
Cleanse us, by thy Blood and Water streaming from thy pierced side; 
Feed us with Thy body broken, Now and in death's agony.] 

Prayer of Dedication 
Generous God, we give thanks for the gift of life, and your 
abundant provision of what we need for life. We offer our lives 
and our gifts to be channels of your love and grace in the 
communities we are part of. Bless our giving and our living. 
Amen.   



Community Notices 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.  

Hymn 599 Take my life, and let it be 
 vv. 1, 2, 5-6 

Blessing 
Go forth in brave faith and hope, knowing that we are loved and 
blessed with enough to live life with our best.  
May we go with passion for living and loving; 
courage for daring and hoping; 
freedom for growing and changing; 
and the strength for enduring. Amen. 

Postlude   

  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork: Angela Abbott 

 

The flowers in church today are in loving memory of June De Vere 
and her mother, Mrs C M (Maime) Macleod from her family, 

Richard, Tim, Catriona and Stan. 
 

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 
 

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 

this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 

wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 
 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  

Toorak Uniting Church continues to be a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement 
since signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s 

Roman Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 
 


