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Introit  O taste and see  
   Ralph Vaughan Williams    1872-1958 
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is: 
Blest is the man that trusteth in Him. 

Welcome  

Call to Worship 
With lives open to the gift of healing, the gift of forgiveness, the gift of 
renewal, the gift of life, 
We gather in faith to worship God. 

Hymn 393 Christ is alive 
   vv. 1, 3, 5-6 

Prayer of Approach 
God of all time, may we live each day with your compassion. 
Enveloped in your light, may we be beacons to those in search 
of light. Sheltered in your peace, may we offer shelter to those in 
need of peace. Embraced by your presence, so may we be 
present to others. Amen. 

Reading  Luke 24: 13-35     Keith Ferguson 
The Walk to Emmaus      

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 
He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But 
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 



Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 
did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then 
enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what 
had happened on the road and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 
For the stories that open our eyes to the presence of God, 
we give thanks. 

Anthem Jesu, the very thought of thee  
Edward Cuthbert Bairstow    1874-1946 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee, 
With sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest. 

Reflection A Revelatory Moment 

Hymn 245 We have a gospel to proclaim 
vv. 1, 5, 6 



Offering Verily, verily I say unto you  
Thomas Tallis       1505-1585 

Verily, verily I say unto you: except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. 
Who so eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 
For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him. 

Prayer of Dedication 
God of our faith, we give thanks for the gift of life, amd your 
abundant provision of what we need for life. We offer our lives 
and our gifts to be agents and channels of your love for the 
world. Bless our giving and our living. Amen.  

Community Notices 

Prayers of the People       Christine Brown 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn 576 O for a closer walk with God 
   vv. 1-3, 6 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
‘Come as you are’ is the invitation to the table representing God’s 
hospitality. You are all welcome at the Lord’s table – where we share 
the elements of bread and wine that become for us the bread of life 
and the cup of endless love.  

 



Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give thanks for in its richness and for the earth and its 
abundance. 
We give thanks for Jesus Christ, who models love and 
compassion for us followers. 
We recall how Jesus shared a meal with his disciples. He took bread, 
blessed it, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my 
body which is given for you.” In the same way he took the cup, and 
after giving thanks, poured it out and gave it to his disciples saying, 
“This cup is the new relationship with God sealed with my blood.” 
With Holy Communion, we reaffirm our commitment to our 
relationship with God and with one another. 
We are called to be the church in this place, and together we affirm 
the Church’s faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
In Christ and through Christ we receive the generous hospitality of 
God with grateful hearts.  
 The bread of life given for you; and 
 The cup of love poured out for you. 
Let us receive these gifts in faith with thanksgiving. 

Distribution of Elements 

Prayer after Communion 
God of all, we give thanks that we have been nourished by these 
symbols of your love for us. May we continue to grow in love for 
each other. May we live each day with courage and in peace, as 
followers of Christ. Amen. 



Blessing 
May God’s peace be with you, whatever you do. May God’s light be 
your guide, wherever you go. May God fill your heart with limitless 
love and grace. 
The blessings of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us 
all now and always. Amen. 

Postlude  God help the outcasts  
   Alan Menken        1949- 
   Featuring Catherine Williams, TUC Choral Scholar 
I don't know if You can hear me or if You're even there. 
I don't know if You will listen to a humble prayer.  
They tell me I'm just an outcast; I shouldn't speak to You. 
Still I see Your face and wonder were you once an outcast, too?  
God help the outcasts hungry from birth. 
Show them the mercy they don't find on earth. 
The lost and forgotten, they look to you still. 
God help the outcasts or nobody will.  
I ask for nothing, I can get by. 
But I know so many less lucky than I. 
God help the outcasts the poor and downtrod. 
I thought we all were the children of God.  
I don't know if there's a reason why some are blessed, some not. 
Why the few You seem to favor they fear us, 
flee us try not to see us.  
God help the outcasts, the tattered, the torn, 
seeking an answer to why they were born. 
Winds of misfortune have blown them about. 
You made the outcasts; don't cast them out. 
The poor and unlucky, the weak and the odd; 
I thought we all were the children of God. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork: Angela Abbott 
 

 
Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  

Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  
BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 

 
Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  
We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 

orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 

 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  
Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 

signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 

 
 


