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Introit  Pueri Hebraeorum 
    Franz Peter Schubert    1797-1828 
Pueri Hebraeorum portantes ramos olivarum obviaerunt Domino 
clamantes et dicentes, Hosanna in excelsis. 
The Hebrew children bearing olive branches went forth to meet the 
Lord crying out and saying, Hosanna in the highest. 

Welcome & Community Notices 

Gathering for Worship 
The waves of the ocean cry out in joy 
The trees wave their branches in delight 
The myriad birds burst forth in song, in the city and countryside 
The lips of children shout sweet hosannas  
For Christ the King of liberating truth is among the people 
So humanly divine and divinely human, we gather in faith to 
worship the sacred in spirit and in truth. 

Hymn 572 O thou who camest from above 

Prayer of Preparation 
We pray for: 
Eyes to see the best in people; 
A heart that forgives the worst; 
A mind that forgets the bad; and 
A soul that never loses faith in God. Amen. 

Reading  Matthew 21: 1-11     Alison Legge 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go 
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he 
will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 



their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and 
that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
For the stories of Jesus that strengthen and transform our life and 
faith, we give thanks. 

Hymn 348 Ride on, ride on in majesty 

A Poem for Palm Sunday 
What Have We Learned by Loyd C. Taylor, Sr., 2015  
They shouted with praises, reaching the sky, 
Pushing and shoving to see Jesus pass by, 
Crying, “Hosanna, hosanna, glory to the King! 
He comes to us today, great joy He doth bring.” 
They threw down palm leaves, covering the way, 
Making a clear path for Him to travel that day, 
Raising joyful voices, as praises filled the air, 
Their day had come, God answered prayer! 
But in a short time they changed their chant, 
From joyful noise to a mob’s hate-filled rant, 
From Hosanna, hosanna, as when He was praised; 
To crucify Him! Crucify Him, as their anger blazed! 
In disbelief, we might question why they turned? 
But maybe the question is, “What have we learned?” 

Reflection From palm leaves to human palms 

Offering Hosanna to the Son of David 
Luc Jakobs      1956- 

Hosanna fílio David benedíctus qui venit in nómine Dómini. Rex Israël. 
Hosánna in excélsis. 



Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blessed be He that comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the King that comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens. 
Hosanna in the highest heavens. 

Prayer of Dedication 
In gratitude for the blessings in our lives, we offer our gifts, 
talents and resources to support and enhance the sharing of the 
gospel. May our living and our giving continue to be agents and 
channels of faith, hope and love in our communities. Amen. 

Hymn 353 The glory of our king was seen 

Prayers of the People 
We give thanks for life and put our trust in all its possibilities for good 
- for our own good, for the good of all people, and for the Earth. 
We celebrate the honest search for meaning, purpose, truth and 
wholeness shown by people of faith through the ages, and join them 
in the quest; 
May our minds be open with curiosity and our hearts filled with 
empathy.  
We recognise in Jesus a man of integrity, insight and vision who 
continually challenges our willingness to settle for too little, both in 
ourselves and in the world around us; 
We find in the Christ of faith, the archetype of love, grace and 
transformation, a source of strength, a focus for wholeness, an 
inspiration for new beginnings, and a spur to be all we are capable of; 
May our minds be open with curiosity and our hearts filled with 
empathy. 
We affirm the communities of trust, love, faith and hope that widen 
our understanding, extend our empathy and drive our creativity, 
affirming our belonging together to the family of humanity. In these 
ways, and the dynamic of their interlinking, we experience your reality 
Spirit of God with us. In you, we put our trust, now and into the future. 
May our minds be open with curiosity and our hearts filled with 
empathy. 



In silence we pray for ourselves, our families, our church, and the 
world. 
(silence) 
May our minds be open with curiosity and our hearts filled with 
empathy. We pray together in the words Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever, Amen. 

Hymn 351 Lift high the cross 

Benediction 
Go confidently in peace, for Jesus the Christ rides with us. And go 
boldly in faith, for we are led by the Spirit. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore, Amen. 

Postlude Ride on, King Jesus 
arr. Moses Hogan          1957-2003  

Ride on, King Jesus, Ride on, the conquering king. 
Oh ride on, King Jesus, ride on. No man no can a-hinder thee. 
I was but young when I began. 
But now my race is almost done. 
King Jesus rides a milk white horse. 
The river of Jordan he did cross. 
He's the king, and the Lord of all. He's the first and the last. 
He's the Lord of Lords. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 
No man can a-hinder thee. Oh ride on King Jesus, 
Ride on just ride on Jesus. 
Ride on, King Jesus, ride on, Just ride on, Jesus. Ride on, King Jesus. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork: Angela Abbott 
 

 
Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  

Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  
BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 

 
Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  
We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 

orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 

 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  
Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 

signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 

 
 


