We are a people who follow
TOO RAK the way of Jesus of Nazareth.
U N ITI N G His words and actions
C H U RC H inform our living today.

03 9829 0300
office@toorakuc.org.au

Order of Service

Thursday 2 April, 2026
7pm Maundy Thursday Service

Minister: Rev John Edwards
Director of Music: Dylan Quinlan-Baskett

The whisper of one who on a day bowed his head and went home,
holding a thief by the hand.

Jesus Washing the Apostles’ Feet, Del Parson



Introduction

Maundy Thursday: The word Maundy is from the Latin word for
mandate or commandment, and is based on John 15: 12-17.

My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what | command. | no longer call
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that |
learned from my Father | have made known to you. Jesus gave his
followers the mandate to love one another. Maundy Thursday is a
time to remember the events of Jesus’ last evening with his friends,
his disciples in the Upper Room.

Introit Christus Factus Est — Christ was made obedient
Felice Anerio 1560-1614

Christus factus est pro nobis obediens usque ad mortem autem
Crucis.

Propter quod et Deus exaltavit illum, et dedit illi nomen, quod est
super omne nomen.

(Christ was made obedient even to death, death on the cross. God
therefore exalted him and gave him a name excelling all others.)

Call to Worship

Jesus said, “Listen! | stand at the door and knock. If you hear my
voice and open the door, | will come in to you and eat with you and
you with me.” Come, Lord, Jesus. The door is open and we are
ready to receive you.

We come to this place of solemn memory. It is here in this place
that we begin to prepare for the suffering and death from which
our redemption is born.

Gathering Prayer

Hymn 345  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
were you there when they crucified my Lord?
O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
were you there when they crucified my Lord?



Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
were you there when you nailed him to the tree?

Reading Mark 14: 12-25

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked
him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to
eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go
into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him. Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks:
Where is my guest room, where | may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and
ready. Make preparations for us there.” The disciples left, went into
the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they
prepared the Passover.

When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they were
reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly | tell you, one of you will
betray me—one who is eating with me.” They were saddened, and
one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” “It is one
of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips his bread into the bowl with
me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. Bot woe to
the man that betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he
had not been born.”

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is
my body.” Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. “This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. “Truly | tell
you, | will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when
| drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

Hymn 345  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they sun refused to shine?

were you there when the sun refused to shine?

O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
were you there when the sun refused to shine?



Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Anthem Crossing the Bar
Charles Hubert Hastings Parry 1848-1918

Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me!

And may there be no moaning of the bar, when | put out to sea.

But such a tide as, moving, seems asleep, too full for sound and
foam, When that which drew from out the boundless deep turns
again home.

Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness of farewell when | embark;

For, though from out our bourne of time and place the flood may bear
me far, | hope to see my Pilot face to face when | have crost the bar.

The Shadow of Betrayal
Matthew 26: 20-25 Nick Tolhurst

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while
they were eating, he said, “Truly | tell you, one of you will betray me.’
And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one
after another, ‘Surely not |, Lord?’ He answered, ‘The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man
goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have
been born.’” Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not |, Rabbi?’ He
replied, “You have said so.’

Sung Response (first candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.

The Shadow of Inner Agony Anne Binmore
Luke 22: 40-45

When he reached the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not
come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing,



remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.’

Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength.
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down on the ground. When he got up
from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping
because of grief.

Sung Response (second candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.

The Shadow of Loneliness Rob Fisher
Matthew 26: 40-46

Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said
to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial;

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away
for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass
unless | drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going.

Look, my betrayer is at hand.”

Sung Response (third candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.

The Shadow of Desertion Nick Tolhurst
Matthew 26: 47-50, 55-56

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with
him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests
and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a
sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he
came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.
Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they



came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.

At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a rebel? Day after
day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all
this has taken place, so that the scriptures of my prophets may be
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Sung Response (fourth candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.

The Shadow of Mockery Anne Binmore
Mark 15: 12-20

Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with
the man you call the King of Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify
him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So, Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he
handed him over to be crucified. Then she soldiers led him into the
courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’'s headquarters), and
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a
purple cloak, and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it
on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They
struck his head with a reed, spat on him, and knelt down in homage
to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. Then they laid him out to crucify him.

Sung Response (fifth candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.

The Shadow of Death Rob Fisher
Luke 23: 33-46

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,



“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God,
his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the
King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself
and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” He
replied, “Truly, | tell you, today you will be made with me in paradise.”
It was now about noon, and the darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed, and the curtain
of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying out with a loud
voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.” Having
said this, he breathed his last.

Sung Response (sixth candle is extinguished)

Jesus, remember me,
when you come into your Kingdom.
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Reading John 1: 1-5 (Christ candle is extinguished)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overtake it.

Hymn 342  When | survey the wondrous cross

The Christ candle, the symbol of Hope, is re-lit.



Anthem Ubi Caritas
Ola Gjeilo 1978-

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.

(Where charity and love are, God is there.

Christ's love has gathered us into one.

Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.

Let us fear, and let us love the living God.

And may we love each other with a sincere heart.)

Blessing

This service has been based on the ancient Tenebrae Mass.
Thank you to all who took part.

An offering plate is on the table as you leave the Church in silence.
We gather tomorrow at 10am for our Good Friday service.

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church
BSB: 033086 Account Number: 911892

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church

Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of
this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and
wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe,
you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman
Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church.



