
We are a people who follow  
the way of Jesus of Nazareth. 
His words and ac9ons 
inform our living today.  
03 9829 0300 
office@toorakuc.org.au  

 

Order of Service 
Sunday 8 February, 2026 

10:15am Worship Service 
 

Ministers: Rev Sylvia Akauola-Tongotongo 
Rev John Edwards 

Director of Music: Dylan Quinlan-Baskett 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Introit   

Welcome & Community Notices 

Call to Worship 
The work of the Creator is visible 
Let us respond with praise 
The example of Jesus is apparent 
Let us respond with obedience 
The Spirit is blowing within us  
Let us respond with joy 
The word of God is calling 
Let us worship in spirit and in truth. 

Hymn 90  I’ll praise my maker while I’ve breath 

Prayer of Awareness 
God of my integrity, in whom knowledge of truth and passion for 
justice are one; 
my heart was sentimental and you cleansed it with your 
rigorous mercy; 
my thoughts were rigid and you engaged them with your 
compassionate mind. 
Heal my fragmented soul; teach my naivety; confront my 
laziness; and inflame my longing to know your loving 
discernment and live out your active love, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Reading  Matthew 12: 13-20     Ian Thomas 
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. A city 
built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp and put it 
under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven 



and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 
pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
For the words that inspire and challenge our faith, 
We give thanks. 

Anthem  

Reflection Prescription for Discipleship 

Hymn 582 Lead, kindly light 

Offering  

Dedication of Offering 
We give thanks for every opportunity to make a difference in our 
own lives and in the lives of others. May our gratitude for life be 
expressed in our generosity. May our faith be expressed in our 
commitment to justice. May our belief in goodness for now and 
the future find expression in simple acts of kindness lived out in 
our ordinary lives. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 
(Silent prayers) 
Spirit of light,  
let the fire of your wisdom burn brightly within us. 
Spirit of courage,  
dispel the fear that lingers in our hearts. 
Spirit of love, 
compel us to open ourselves to the needs of others. 
Spirit of truth, 
grant us your strength and guide us to walk in the way of Christ. 
Amen. 



Hymn 571 Forth in your name, O lord, I go 

Blessing 
May the God who dances in creation and embraces us with human 
love, continue to drive us with strength to fill the world with justice 
and love. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

Postlude   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 
  



 
  



  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 
 

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 

this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 

wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 
 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 

Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 
 
 


