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Introit Christ was the word 
 Antony Baldwin 1957- 
Christ was the Word who spake it. He took the bread and brake it. 
And what His word doth make it, that I believe and take it. 

Welcome and Community News 

Call to Worship 

Hymn 474 Here in this place new light is streaming 
 vv. 1, 2, 4 

Opening Prayers 
God of our every day. Friend who will walk our way. Light who can 
change the focus of our seeing: capture our heart and mind, be in the 
work we find, until all we do becomes your mode of being. 
Before God and with the people of God we confess to our 
brokenness, to the way that we wound our life, the life of others 
and the life of the world. 
Silence 
Shine through our winter’s grey. Break through depression’s day. Live 
in the little deaths we die in growing: meaning for whom we grope, 
home of our strongest hope, power and peace, through all creation 
flowing. 
May God’s gracious love renew, empower and enable us to live 
in love and peace. Amen. 

Engaging with the words of Scripture  
The words of Scripture are a lamp to our feet: A light to our path. 

Reading Philippians 2: 1-5 Ann Ahin 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 



Anthem Jesu, the very thought of thee 
 Edward Cuthbert Bairstow 1874-1946 
Jesus, the very thought of Thee,  
with sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see,  
and in Thy presence rest. 

Reading Romans 12: 2 Ann Ahin 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God - what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
As we ponder these treasured writings from the past, may we 
discover Your words for us today. Thanks be to God. 

Reflection Discovering the Way Forward 

Hymn Christ be our Light 
 Bernadette Farrell 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 
Refrain 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
Refrain 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your break, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. 
Refrain  



Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 
Refrain 
Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 
Refrain 

Our Response 

Prayers for Others 
Silence 
God give us grace to accept with serenity the things we cannot 
change, courage to change the things that should be changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish one from the other. 
 
Offering Jesu, joy of man's desiring 
 Johann Sebastian Bach  1685-1750 
Jesu, joy of man's desiring.  
Holy wisdom, love most bright, 
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring,  
Soar to uncreated light. 
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,  
with the fire of life impassioned. 
Striving still to truth unknown,  
soaring, dying round Thy throne.  

Dedication 

Hymn 658 I, the Lord of sea and sky 

Blessing 

Postlude 
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Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 
 

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 

this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 

wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 
 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 

Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 
 


