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Introit   Sing to the Lord 
   Hal Harold Hopson      1933- 
Sing to the Lord, O sing all the earth. Declare God's glory. 
Tell it to all people: Salvation has come. Hallelujah. 

Welcome 

Lighting of the Candles 

Call to Worship 
On an ordinary night, among people like us; in an ordinary place, 
with homes and streets for living and walking; in a moment in time 
when the stars wheeled across the skies as they do now, and sheep 
grazed in the grass as they did each day; 
All the earth received its Christ. 
Christ, the one who came in the silences amid the singing of the 
angels, the one who would never leave us, nor forsake us, born of a 
woman and offered to us all. 
Let us celebrate Christmas, God with us. 
(Words by Dorothy McRae-McMahon) 

Hymn 304 O come, all ye faithful 
   vv 1-2, 6-7 

Prayer of Awareness 
Sacred Spirit, you have come to us.  
You are one with us.  
Without our knowing, without our invitation, you are the God 
with us who chooses to be in the midst of our everyday ordinary 
life. 
On this Christmas Day, may we be more fully aware of your presence 
with us. 
With grateful hearts, may our faith be strong and courageous to 
proclaim your presence through our ways of being each day, 
knowing that we are never alone. You are always with us. Amen. 

 
 



Words from Scripture 

Reading  Isaiah 9: 2-7   Christine Brown & Family 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You 
have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his authority, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this.  
For the prophetic words of hope,  
We give thanks. 

Anthem On this day earth shall ring 
H.C. Stewart      1868-1942 

On this day earth shall ring 
With the songs children sing 
To the Son, Christ the King. 
Born on earth to save us, 
Him the Father gave us, 
Ideo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
His the doom, ours the mirth 
When he came down to earth, 
Bethlehem saw His birth, 
Ox and ass beside Him, 
From the cold would hide Him. 
Ideo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

God's bright star, o'er His head, 
Wise men three to Him led, 
Kneel they low by His bed, 
Lay their gifts before Him. 
Praise Him and adore Him. 
Ideo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
On this day angels sing, 
With their song earth shall ring 
Praising Christ, Heaven's King. 
Born on earth to save us, 
Peace and love he gave us. 
Ideo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

(Words from an old Swedish Carol) 

 



Reading   John 1: 1-14   Christine Brown & Family 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overtake it. There was a man sent from God whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
For the stories of Jesus, the Spirit of Christmas, 
We give thanks. 

Hymn 317 Love came down at Christmas 

Reflection The Christ is here!  

Offering My Lord has Come 
Will Todd        1970- 

Shepherds, called by angels, 
called by love and angels: 
No place for them but a stable. 
My Lord has come.  
Sages, searching for stars, 
searching for love in heaven; 
No place for them but a stable. 
My Lord has come.  

His love will hold me, his love 
will cherish me, love will cradle 
me. 
Lead me, lead me to see him, 
sages and shepherds and 
angels; 
No place for me but a stable. 
My Lord has come. 

 
 



Prayer of Dedication 
In gratitude for the blessings in our lives, we offer our gifts, 
talents and resources to support the work of the church. May 
our living and our giving be channels of hope, joy and love to 
the world. Amen. 

Community News 

Prayers of the People 
May the love that breathes life into all humanity and all of creation 
Be born again in us today 
May the love that brings healing 
Be born again in us today 
May the love that overcomes hatred and apathy 
Be born again in us today 
May the love that forgives and renews 
Be born again in us today 
May the love that brings the blessing of peace 
Be born again in us today. Amen.  

Hymn 268   Joy to the world! The Lord is come  

Blessing 
May the love of God unfold before our eyes, 
The shining light of the Spirit guide our way, 
and the Christ be met in those we meet and in ourselves. 
Go in peace and live life according to your highest and best values.  
We go confidently and boldly knowing that God is with us 
always. Amen. 

Postlude   

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct deposit to  
Account Name: Toorak Uniting Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 
 

Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and respects the past and present Custodians and Elders of 

this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples.  

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital status, sexual 
orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you have come from and 

wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, 
 you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement since 
signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches: St Peter’s Roman 

Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church. 
 
 


