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Still Thinking:  Fr Richard Rohrõ Christopher Page 
Fr Richard Rohr is a Franciscan priest and the founder of the Centre for 
Action and Contemplation  in Albuquerque in New Mexico. The Centre 
was established in 1986 as a place where those seeking a richer life of 
prayer and Christian action.  As their vision statement says:  
The Centre serves as a place of discernment and growth for activists 
and those interested in social service ministriesõa place to be still, 

and learn how to integrate a contemplative lifestyle with compassionate service. 
Xli Girxviùw tyvtswi {syph fi xs wivzi rsx srp} ew e jsvyq jsv tiegijyp0 rsr-
violent social change but also as a radical voice for renewal and encouragement.  
In 2007 I travelled to Arizona to participate in a Male Initiation {mxl Vmglevhùw kvsyt 
Males as Learners and Elders. I had heard about the programme from a fellow 
minister Rev Dr Rowland Croucher who has also been a participant of the M.A.L.E 
initiation. The programme led us through several rituals and dramas that shifted our 
focus from ourselves and onto the larger issues and questions of life.  Richard 
joined us for the last two days of this initiation and encouraged us to take seriously, 
our manhood, our inner journey and our Christian faith.   The breadth and depth of 
Vmglevhùw zmwmsr sj jemxl erh wtmvmxyepx} mw viqevoefpi2  
Vmglevh Vslvùw fsso Everything Belongs was published in 1999.  He said at a 
conference where I heard him speak that one should never underestimate the 
power of a good title.  He said he was sure the title of this book caused many 
people to pick it up and read it.  Like many who mine the mystical tradition Richard 
Vslvùw wtmvmxyep {svph lew rs fsyrhev}2  Li hve{w lmw mrwtmvexmsr erh 
understanding of life from all the diverse traditions of humanity.  From the Zen 
Buddhist tradition he draws this illustration of the life of a person seeking truth:  

A student asks, öMw xlivi er}xlmrk M ger hs xs qeoi q}wipj irpmklxirihC÷  öEw 
pmxxpi ew }sy ger qeoi xli wyr vmwi mr xli qsvrmrk0÷ vitpmiw xli xiegliv2  öXlir 
{lex ywi evi xli wtmvmxyep i|ivgmwiw }sy tviwgvmfiC÷ öEl0÷ we}w xli xiegliv0 
öXs qeoi wyvi }sy evi rsx ewpiit {lir xli wyr fikmrw xs vmwi2÷   

M eq wyvi wsqi ger wii xli gsrrigxmsr livi {mxl Niwywù {svhw xs xli vipmkmsyw 
tistpi mr Nslr gletxiv =0 ö]sy we} }sy ger wii fyx }sy lezi }syv i}iw gpswih2÷  
Qswx sj Vmglevhùw {vmxmrkw evi hmvigxih xs{evh xlswi mr xli Glvmwxmer gsqqyrmx} 
seeking a more integrated life ô as the title Everything Belongs suggests. So he 
draws upon parables, koans (short Buddhist sayings) personal experience and 
techniques that open us to God and the inner life of prayer, reflection and 
contemplation.   

Vmglevh Vslvùw {ifwmxi mw {svxl pssomrk ex2  Xli ehhviww mw> http://cac.org  

http://cac.org


Special Event Fri. 2 Dec. 2.30-4.30pm 
ADVENT OPEN HOUSE. Be sure to book 
for this opportunity to visit a lovely 1879 
home in Toorak and view a rare ceramic 
collection accompanied by a gourmet af-
ternoon tea and open garden. This event 
would make a great Christmas gift for a 
friend or family member. All funds raised 
contribute to the Cultural and Outreach 
Program at Kinross Arts Centre in 2017. 
Tickets from Kinross or via Try Booking: 
https://trybooking.com/NRAL.  

Food for FriendsõFri. Dec. 2 - Sun. Dec. 11   An Ecumenical Community Project.  
Food for Friends usually collects over $40,000 worth of groceries for distribution 
to front -line charities such as Uniting Church Connections. Volunteers attend the 
Hawksburn Safeway and Toorak Village Woolworths supermarkets to accept cus-
xsqivwù hsrexih kvsgiv} mxiqw2  
The appeal is divided into two -hour shifts, with two volunteers per shift . We 
would really appreciate it if you could volunteer your time for one or more shifts:  

Woolworths Toorak Village 

 

Safeway Hawksburn 

 

We also need drivers to transport the groceries from Hawksburn to TUC at 
56>44tq0 8>44tq erh fijsvi xli irh sj xli he}ùw gsppigxmrk tivmsh2 

Please add your name to the sign up board at church or contact Barbara McKin-
non directly:  9885 3031  |  0405 987 890  |  barbara.mckinnon@bigpond.com. 

Fri 2 Dec 9am -11am 11am ô1pm 1pm ô 3pm 3 pm ô 5pm 5 pm ô 7pm 7pm ô 9pm 

Sun 4 Dec     12pm ô2pm 2pm ô 4pm 4pm ô 6pm 6pm ô 8pm 

Wed 7 Dec 9am ô11am 11am ô1pm 1pm ô 3pm 3 pm ô 5pm 5 pm ô 7pm 7pm ô 9pm 

Sat 10 Dec     1pm ô 3pm 3 pm ô 5pm 5 pm ô 7pm   

Sat 3 Dec 9am  -11am 11am ô1pm         

Mon 5 Dec 9am ô11am 11am ô1pm 1pm ô 3pm 3 pm ô 5pm 5 pm ô 7pm 7pm ô 9pm 

Thu 8 Dec 9am ô11am 11am ô1pm 1pm ô 3pm 3 pm ô 5pm 5 pm ô 7pm 7pm ô 9pm 

Sat 10 Dec 9am ô11am 11am ô1pm         

End of year Celebration and Thank You 
Morning Tea, Thu. 8 Dec. 10.30am-
12pm in the Hodges Gallery. Morning 
tea, entertainment, raffle prizes and the 
fellowship of Kinross supporters.  

The Kinross Studio Artists will show 
their recent work from Dec. 1 -16. 
Opening Sun. 4 Dec. 3-5pm. Please 
come and see what's being made in 
our Studio Program. Items range from 
paintings to contemporary jewellery.  

Church 
Fundraising 
Stall! 
Sunday 11 
December. 
Contributions of baked goods 
would be gratefully received.  
Please deliver directly to the 
stall on Sunday 11th or contact  
Christine Brown on 9822 9242 to 
make alternative arrangements. 

mailto:Barbara.mckinnon@bigpond.com


Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church  
We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender, marital 

status, sexual orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey, wherever you 
have come from and wherever you are going to; whatever you believe, whatever you do 

not believe, you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church.  
Please come and join us after the service for fellowship and a cup of tea or coffee.  

LAST Fellowship Morning Coffee tomorrow , Mon. 28 Nov. at 10.30am in the 
Faichney Room. Please make a special effort to come because this will be our last 
gathering. L Hmwgywwmsr> öE Wreoi Wxsv}%÷ 

Wanted please: donations towards 
the purchase of some pots and 
plants for the newly enhanced 
courtyard area. Donate via Pamela, 
Nina, Jon or the Office. Thanks! 

Toorak Ecumenical Covenant warmly 
invites you all to the Advent Sunday 

Service TONIGHT (27/11) at 7pm  
at Wx Tixivùw Glyvgl2  

 
Preacher: Rev Gunnar Olofsgard. 

 
Please note: venue is correct. 

Greetings to the congregation! We 
hope that you all are doing well. We 
have fond memories of our time 
with you. After a very turbulent year 
(my retirement and the health 
scare, Liliana's new call) we are 
slowly settling in.  
Our address is: 
512 S Union Blvd 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
USA 

-Wolfgang and Liliana Stahlberg Following the recent presentation  
to Morning Group:  

 

Country Women's Assoc. of Vic. Inc.  

CHRISTMAS COOKING FAIR 

Sat. 3 Dec., 9am-2pm 
3 Lansell Road, Toorak 

Devonshire Teas 
Christmas Treats demonstrations 10am & 12pm 

Raffle drawn 2pm - great prizes 
Christmas Puddings and Cakes,  

Mince Pies and Shortbread 
Christmas themed stalls including corporate, 

teachers and Christmas Stocking gifts 
To order Christmas cakes, puddings, mince pies 
& shortbread, contact Reception before 30 Nov.  

9827 8971 or reception@cwaofvic.org.au 

Sun. 4 Dec. John Macrae Centre 
Presentation: All are welcome to 
an after-church coffee and 
illustrated talk by JMC Director, 
Katrina Szabo, and Chair Netta 
McArthur. Discover the variety of 
activities taking place each week, 
led by the talented staff, and find 
out about the new Uniting Single 
Agency Board structure.  

mailto:reception@cwaofvic.org.au


Diary Dates  
Sun 27 Nov 9 & 10.15 Advent 1 Church 
Sun  27 Dec 7.00pm TEC Advent Service  Wx Tixivùw 
Mon 28 Nov 10.30am Final Fellowship Morning Coffee  Faichney Room 
Fri 02 Dec 2.30-4.30 Kinross Advent House Opening  TBA 
Sun 04 Dec 9 & 10.15 Advent 2 Church 
Sun 04 Dec 11.30 JMC presentation  Faichney Room 
Sun 11 Dec 9 & 10.15 Advent 3 & Communion (date change) Church 
Sun 18 Dec 9 & 10.15 Lessons and Carols service Church 
Sat 24 Dec 6.00pm Family Carols in the Courtyard Courtyard 
Sat 24 Dec 8.00pm Australian Christmas Carols Service Church 
Sun 25 Dec 10.00am Christmas Day Service Church 
Services in January are at 9.30am. 

Helen Harper is 
a friend of Nairn 
Xe}psvùw jvsq 
the 1970s/80s. 
Now in her late 70s, Helen 
recently had to move to 
Elsternwick after her home in 
Richmond was badly 
vandalised. With failing health 
and eyesight, Helen is looking 
for 2 volunteersõthe first to 
help with reading paperwork, 
help filling out Tax Returns 
and applying for a Health 
Care Card. If available, the 
second would be physical in 
natureõ to help move 
furniture and other items from 
Richmond to Elsternwick. If 
you are able (or know 
someone who is able) to 
assist, please contact Helen 
on 0416 653 267 or via email: 
helen.m.harper@hotmail.com  

Piw Pmewsrw Qmw²vefpiw wxevw XYGùw  
very own Stephen Carolane!  
Sun.18 Dec., 3.30pm at TUC.  
Supporting Music for David.  

Drop-in Card Day on 12 Dec. 
has been CANCELLED and 
the group will not be 
continuing in 2017. Sincere 
thanks to Jean Allison for 
providing this wonderful fellowship 
opportunity for such a long time and to all 
who have supported the group over the years.  


